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Abstract 
The analysis of policy implementation and challenges of children and youth with special abilities and needs presented here 
reveals that awareness of the rights of disadvantaged children and youth ought to be improved in order to counter stigma-related 
discrimination. The information which was available primarily in Arabic, was collected, translated, and made accessible to the 
larger scientific community. The call for development in the special needs sector identified gives reason to refocus attention on 
the improvement of available services including the establishment of an effective monitoring system as well as adequate training 
programs for university students and healthcare providers. 
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1. Introduction 
In  the  land  of  harsh  seasons,  strong  winds,  and  arid  land  known  as  the  Arabian  Gulf  people  have  sought  for  
centuries to rise above the challenges presented to them by mother nature. They have struggled to make sense of 
their world by the development of higher mathematics, taken the art of poetry to its greatest heights and maximized 
their agricultural, commercial, and pastoral strategies to live off a land that requires immense investment to support 
humans.  
They have now taken up the challenge of maximizing their human potential by taking a closer look at their 
citizen populace and beginning the process of developing the talents and strengths of all their native children. Across 
the Gulf it has now become common knowledge that “[...] on the regional front, the unrelenting scourge of genetic 
disorders (such as sickle cell disease) embedded in the complex interplay of cultural, social, and religious 
imperatives imposes an enormous toll on resources and human suffering” (Hamdy & Anderson, 2006, p. 1086).  
The Gulf has banded together in numerous ways to try and undertake the task of meeting these needs through 
regional collaboration and among caregivers in any given country in order to minimize overlap and maximize 
resources in the pursuit of the above stated goals. Scholars from many different disciplines are attempting to create 
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an infrastructure composed of collected data and ongoing studies and projects that will help identify needs and 
outline specific trends geographically and societal. 
Whereas, some scholars are focused more on the qualitative data accessed through interviews and surveys of 
local citizenry, others are focused on the effects of migration and tracking that impact on population to help with 
identification for example: “within the Arabian Peninsula, the Dubai and Oman populations were genetically close 
as were the Yemen and Saudi Arabia populations [...] In particular the closeness between Oman/Dubai and Iran 
suggests that the Ormuz Strait was not a barrier to migration” (Alshamali et al., 2009, p. 51). The Ormuz Strait, the 
body of water separating Iran from the Arabian Peninsula, appears to link the genetic disabilities patterns between 
Iran and the southernmost part of the Arabia. At the Gulf Arabian University in Bahrain royalty from Saudi Arabia 
have even made specific donations to the medical faculty there to target some genetic causes of disabilities and 
provide clearer education regarding these to regional medical caregivers (Hamdy & Anderson, 2006). Even regional 
businesses and community groups are investing in improving services and care for persons with disabilities 
including Nawras Telecommunications in Oman which sponsors trips to the Khareef Cultural Festival in Salalah and 
the Community Development Authority in the Emirates which in April 2009 hosted a conference discussing ways to 
bridge the gap between policies and practices for persons with disabilities (Nawras Press, 2005; WAM/MAB, 2009). 
Governments and coalitions across the region are working closely with agencies such as the World Bank and the 
United Nations to develop, implement, and maintain international standards in finance, civil, and human rights 
arenas.  
Engaging discourse regarding practices and policies for persons with disabilities leapt across the podium at the 
Rehabilitation Internationals Arab Conference in Bahrain 2005, exhilaration and somberness could be seen in the 
faces of the university students who were involved in a project aiming to reduce the segregation of children and 
youth with special abilities and needs and their healthy peers in Oman in 2006 (Ministry of National Economy, 
2006), and in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in 2009 a call was sent out to bring awareness to the public of life stream needs 
for persons with disabilities. The United Nations is currently in the process of trying to get nations world wide to 
implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which was ratified on May 3, 2008. The 
convention requires that all governments across the globe uphold the rights of both adults and children with 
disabilities. This is a strong step in the direction of equality for all, yet although globalization has mitigated many of 
the obstacles that used to stand in the way of widespread egalitarian application of such conventions: transportation 
issues, communication time lags and lack of technology, other obstacles remain embedded within the cultural 
psyches confronted with the need to change old and outmoded perceptions regarding the differently abled.  
In the educational arena there are extensive issues stemming from historical lack of formalized educational 
streams that spread into numerous arenas and impact both persons with disabilities and special education teachers as 
well as emerging institutions. The goal of Omanization/Emiratization/Saudiaization (the process of winnowing 
down dependence on expatriate workforces by training Gulf nationals to do all available occupations as quickly and 
safely as possible) as manifested in the field of teacher training and education has meant that the “colleges, on the 
whole, have the maximum students that they can handle. Even though the colleges are located in different 
geographical areas, the number of schools and school teachers available to receive students for their practical work 
is limited. “The ongoing search to, find the best solution for this imbalance requires creativity and patience” (Al 
Bandary, 2005, p. 182).  
These educational institutions are now beginning to address the need for persons with disabilities to both the 
recipients and providers of educational and community services to their fellows with similar needs. “In collaboration 
with the member States of the Arab Gulf Fund for the United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND), the 
United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability has financed projects and programs for disabled persons around the 
world” (United Nations, 2003-04: chap. IX, para. 15) including educational programming and mobility services in 
the interior as well as in urban centers thus reflecting the general desire of the governments of the Arabian Gulf to 
be inclusive of all their citizens. 
The hegemonic nature of Islam in the Arabian Gulf assures the engagement of interest in supporting those 
citizens who have special needs and helps provide a framework from within which to apply both international and 
national standards for quality of life criteria. Historically those needs were met by the tribe or extended family 
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within which a person with disability would spend their lives sequestered and encapsulated by familiar and close 
blood relatives. All of whom were educated in the basics of the Islamic tenets regarding treatment of family 
members and other humans. This created invisible barriers for those with little recourse to outside contact and often 
no education for themselves due to misguided or uneducated responses on the part of those family members or 
primary caregivers (Al-Abdulwahab & Al-Gain, 2003).  
2. Study Rationale 
The Gulf region is a rapidly developing area that is faced with numerous challenges in trying to meet global 
standards in many areas: finance, infrastructure, human rights, and other arenas. The researchers, who spent 2000-
2009 researching and teaching in the Arabian Gulf, were encouraged by interested parties to investigate advances 
made, and areas in need of improvement, during the last 20 years. The specific focus is on how those advances are, 
and have been, implemented by regional governances and business, as well as interpreted by the local populace in 
Oman. This paper attempts to analyze divergent research regarding the current and twentieth century awareness of 
and applications regarding human rights, specifically as it relates to persons with disabilities in the rapidly 
developing Arabian Peninsula.  
It was clear that the body of research addressing these areas had grown exponentially in recent years and as such, 
there was a need to analyze prior research regarding the Gulf to build a theoretical framework. The primary sources 
were composed of research published in both Arabic and English both official languages of the region. After the 
initial literature review was conducted the next step was to use it as a theoretical base upon which to assess a close 
up investigation utilizing direct observation in order to help fill in some gaps in the research. This would provide a 
more intimate picture of the state of the human rights standards in the Gulf. Face to face interviews were needed and 
on sight data collecting from social work students, professional care providers, and persons with disabilities in 
Dhofar, Oman and Sharqiyah, Oman. These would help to more clearly outline the progress made in applying 
standards set by the UN, as well as those areas where more needs to be done. In so doing, it would make it possible 
to more clearly identify weak fields in the policy and practice of assuring the rights of persons with disabilities. 
3. Methodology 
This is an exploratory descriptive study designed to grant a general overview of current practices of 
implementing services and programming for persons with special needs and their providers. A range of methods 
were used to gain a more comprehensive understanding of respondents’ views and insights into the topic. Fieldwork 
was conducted in three phases: participant observation at different sites including educational institutions, 
recreational halls, and clubhouses specifically oriented towards services for those with disabilities and family 
homes; face to face interviews with persons with disabilities within the Dhofar and Sharqiyah regions.  
The researchers embedded themselves as much as possible in the cultural, educational, and social life of both 
Muscat and Dhofar in order to develop and solidify long term relationships with local peoples and gain a greater 
understanding of the intrinsic societal traditions at play in these structured tribal environments. Access was achieved 
by being a part of the system by teaching at Dhofar University and being active within the community at a number 
of different levels. The adopted strategy to approach the people was through human networking native to the region; 
wasta (a social mechanism used throughout the Arabian Gulf as a medium for facilitating the exchange of favours or 
benefits among friends and family) and conferencing with families through majlis (extended family private 
conference). In developing relationships with tribal members throughout the Dhofar and Sharqiyah regions 
credibility was accumulated by the researchers to the extent that it facilitated the approval of their study by local 
officials, university administration, and tribal elders.  
Throughout the study the two researchers were conscious of cultural safety in the process of both gathering data 
and the publication of articles drawn from analysis of said data (Fulcher, 2002). This encompassed obtaining 
permission to carry out the research from local authorities associated with the Omani government and tribal officials 
who hold jurisdiction over the various local (ailah-extended families and qabilah-clan/tribal leaders), and the 
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university research council. The researchers’ presence in the Gulf and familiarity with the language, customs, and 
relationships developed with key tribal members and local officials made it finally possible to get permission to 
conduct this study, export the data and opened the door for further research attempts. All phases were conducted 
using professional recording practices and equipment and with the permission of the regulatory bodies associated 
with the various institutions. The data received was back translated with the help of the Omani research assistant 
who was fluent in English, Arabic, and local dialectic: Jeballi and Mehri. 
4. Results 
4.1 Special Needs and Islam 
Islam holds that certain human rights are a given and that of these the right to social welfare, dignity, education, 
and equality has been the responsibility of the well auspice to put into action (Bradshaw et al., 2004). Professional 
bioethicists have examined these and other Hadiths, sayings attributed to The Prophet Mohammed, noted in Imam 
Al-Bukhari’s and Iqbal’s work so as to evaluate and define when a human embryo is truly “human” in order to 
create an ethical rubric regarding difficult pregnancies and to determine when and if extreme measures should be 
taken (Aksoy, 2005). Among the most important Qur’anic references are: 32 (as-Sajdah): 8-9; 23 (al-Mu'minun): 
13-14 (Aksoy, 2005, p. 399). These highlight Islamic thoroughness regarding all states of being and all aspects of 
the life stream. These Hadiths and the Qur’anic Suras have sufficed until the present to provide and care for the 
Muslim people as a whole. In the Hadiths, reported in Iman Al-Bukhari, Mohammed said: “A Muslim is a brother to 
other Muslims. He should never oppress them nor should he facilitate their oppression” (Al-Bukhari & Iqbal, 2005, 
p.  9,  85,  83).  This  is  interpreted  as  a  call  to  be  active  in  philanthropy  and  charity  at  all  levels.  Two  other  Suras  
quoted in support of Islam’s egalitarian stance are:  
“Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good-to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those in need, 
neighbors who are near, neighbors who are strangers, the companion by your side, the wayfarer (ye meet), and what 
your right hands possess [the slave]: For Allah loveth not the arrogant, the vainglorious” (Yusuf, 1983, Q: 4:36).  
The Emir of Abu Dhabi recently referred to this instruction in his address to the Human Rights Commission 
regarding the Emirates actions in implementing changes recommended by that body to the Human Rights Credo of 
Abu Dhabi (WAM/MAB, 2009). And the succinct and clearly stated “Whoever saved a life, it shall be as if he had 
saved the life of all mankind” (Yusuf, 1983, Q: 5:2). This call to arms is taken to heart across the Gulf as ministries 
and concerned citizens attempt to provide support and services for their people, yet centuries old traditional beliefs 
regarding persons with disabilities and their medical conditions and mental states are hard to winnow out. The 
Islamic world has clear “sources of authority and methods by which moral and ethical issues are discussed among 
Muslim jurists and scholars, and a consensus may be reached for legal rulings on new issues” (Aksoy, 2005, p. 401).  
However, again the fluidity of language comes into play where the debate amongst tribes and tribal responses to 
differently skilled members has been at variance with general Sh’aria and governmental standards that began to be 
set during the UN’s decade of persons with disabilities from 1983-1992. Yet as late as 1997, Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman is quoted as saying “There is nothing in Islam that prevents a society from living in its day within a 
framework of tradition” (Miller, 1997, p. 17); however, finding that balance is proving to be a slow and sometimes 
painful process as some elementary and university students with disabilities can attest: “It is hard to be so ambitious 
and all things in front of me are so hard and without my helper impossible” (Anonymous, interview, May 5, 2006). 
One strong and intellectual paraplegic young man in the College of Liberal Arts program in Salalah, Oman, 
explained in answer to the question of how difficult was it to continue his higher education in light of his disability 
that “in this country, coping with special needs and being from a financially disadvantaged background or from a 
rural area, continues to be a double disadvantage as it can exacerbate obstacles accessing appropriate support 
services, if they are available at all” (Profanter, 2009, p. 9). Some of these obstacles include pre-existing societal 
perceptions, traditional medical practices, illiteracy among parents and elders, and lack of accommodations at 
educational facilities.  
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Muyesseroglu (2006) writes about the challenges faced by deaf and disabled people in Kuwait who were unable 
to be schooled in the tenets of Islam as set down in the holy Qur’an due to perceptions regarding their inability to 
process spiritual guidelines. In a culture where all people are socialized in accordance with a prescriptive text 
believed to have been a direct gift from God this lack of education in a primary societal structure further alienates 
and isolates people that actual need those connections perhaps even more than their other societal brothers and 
sisters. Islam’s prescriptive nature requires that all societal members have access to its teachings in order to be 
accepted as good Muslims. Nonetheless, the obstacles surrounding a good educational grounding in those tenets 
includes: educators themselves, other students, and facility accommodations. One researcher found evidence in her 
study that negative and disabled attitudes existed both among fellow students, siblings, and educators surrounding 
religious instruction (Islam, 2008, p. 48). And as other research shows, “attitudes of health care professionals, both, 
mirrors and shapes societal attitudes towards people with disabilities” (Al-Abdulwahab & Al-Gain, 2003, p. 68). 
4.2 Status of Disability Rights: Areas of the Arabian Gulf 
The present reality in the Arabian Gulf is of a thriving region peopled with both metropolitan and rural areas that 
are doggedly trying to deal with the effects of rapid urbanization, global communication networks, and the 
requirements of meeting international standards of behaviour (Common, 2008). The contrasting societal systems 
that continue to function within tribal parameters regardless of their expansion to include more nationalistic political 
and physical boundaries still confound Western socialized policy makers. Yet today’s reality encompasses such 
entities as the Arabian Gulf University in Manama, Bahrain, that offers students from throughout the Arabian Gulf 
an opportunity to receive both an education and mentorship at an accredited institution of higher learning that 
provides community internships within both urban and rural areas of their home countries. This paves the way for 
the assessment of services to all people and encourages the adoption of clearer paths of service implementation to 
persons with disabilities (Hamdy & Anderson, 2006). However, it is important to contextualize this progress with 
the awareness “that while reform processes are emerging in these countries, they are slow and evolutionary and are 
more adapted to the domestic rather than the international context” (Common, 2008, p. 178).
It is only within the last fifty years that there has been an appreciable shift in social policy from tribally decided 
and imposed policy to national policy decided by the ruling King or Sultan and refined by a general Majlis 
(congress) and Ministerial offices. All nations within the region, excluding Iraq, are ruled by Kings, Princes or 
Sultans and their appointed heads of state and ministries. Throughout the Gulf there has been a continuous push 
especially since 1993 to meet the standards set by the UN regarding Human Rights issues. However, it is important 
to recognize that within the Arabian Gulf region itself there are vast differences in geographical and population 
centers. As cited above many countries in the Gulf are currently attempting to invest more resources in both 
developing and implementing services for persons with disabilities and within the last few years a strong focus on 
monitoring the on-going use and maintenance of those services has emerged. Within the UAE no specific legislation 
regarding persons with disabilities has yet been passed; however, all citizens have access to a socialized medical and 
educational system and there is a subsidy for families with disabled children (Bradshaw et al., 2004; Khamis, 2007). 
Nonetheless, “because of the feelings of denial, guilt, shame, and stigma surrounding families of disabled children, 
placement and early intervention may be delayed” (Khamis, 2007, p. 857).  
Social change is beginning to take place with the establishment of the Association of Parents of Children with 
Disabilities, which extends its work to child’s education and protection, awareness programs, social security, and 
social support (United Arab Emirates, Department of Research and Statistics, 2004). The tribal legacy of extended 
family support that has permeated this region for thousands of years is rapidly dwindling. Barka Saleh Shahbal Al 
Bakry, the deputy chairman of Al Noor Association for the Blind, argues in the Times of Oman (2005) that the full 
support from the extended family system is something the society can no longer count on: “In the past, most blind 
people in Oman depended on the extended family for basics; however, the family structure in Oman is changing. 
The extended family is shrinking and with the fast urbanization process, this trend will become more and clearer. As 
a result, our members have to learn how to be self-supporting, which means proper education, training and 
placement”. 
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In  the  educational  arena  a  theory  that  has  been  around  since  the  late  20th  century  is  making  strong  in-roads.  
Constructivism is making itself felt in the region at universities and within school systems. “Looking at learning 
from this paradigm, one can see a different classroom environment emerging, one in which instruction is seen 
through the eyes of the students rather than through preferred methodologies, mandated curricula, and student 
assessments and diagnoses” (Poplin, 1988, p. 401). The idea of student centered, meaning based, and process 
oriented educational practices is being seen as the key to opening up greater opportunities for students with 
disabilities as well as their able bodied peers. “The social model has enabled us to move beyond notions of disabled 
children as medically defined unchanging individuals; however, materialist accounts have been criticized for two 
main reasons. Firstly, by defining disability as materially determined (caused by structure) the social model of 
disability does not incorporate an understanding that disabled children may be capable of affecting the structures 
around them” (Islam, 2008, p. 47).  
An arena that could have a strong effect on both education and employment for persons with disabilities is the 
World Wide Web and internet technologies. One frontier that should be but is not often available to those with 
disabilities in the Gulf is IT and mobile technology. It is important to take into consideration “the accessibility of the 
disabled to new and emerging information technologies through computer literacy. The enormous international 
resources provided online by the Internet remind us that one of the most effective ways to share power is by linking 
minds across cultures and geographical/economic boundaries” (United Nations, Department of Economics and 
Social Affairs, 2003-04: chap. X, para. 2). There have been great strides made in assistive technology over the last 
decade yet access to those tools is limited by education, training, and lack of awareness as the importance of such 
aids for quality of life improvement. Every day activities such as basic communication, scheduling, and information 
access can be achieved with specifically designed affordable technology. Easily purchased and user friendly 
“common software-based assistive technologies include screen readers, screen magnifiers, speech synthesizers, and 
voice input software that operate in conjunction with graphical desktop browsers (among the other user agents). 
Hardware assistive technologies are including alternative keyboards and pointing devices” (Abanumy et al., 2005, p. 
101).
In the United Arab Emirates organized efforts aimed at educating children with disabilities began in the early 
1980s. Policy makers and advocates became conscious of the need for specialized programming targeted at disabled 
children. However in this decade, “government figures show that about 2,000 students are currently receiving 
special education in 20 centers across the seven Emirates that are supervised by the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Welfare” (Khamis, 2007, p. 851). There are different ministries dealing with the public and private educational 
systems however and as there are no clear legislative rulings regarding process, each system follows different paths. 
In keeping with general practice the mainstream public and private school systems, the Ministry of Education and 
Youth provides for children to be referred by schools and assessed by educational psychologists and speech-
language pathologists, and schools to be given consultative support (Bradshaw et al., 2004). The total number of 
children served by special education is 3,129 of which 1,909 are UAE citizens (Khamis, 2007, p. 851). On May 19, 
2009 the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Anwar Gargash, announced that the Ministry of Social Affairs signed 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the additional protocol was in the 
process of being ratified (WAM/MAB, 2009). He also made clear that efforts were being made to address rural 
issues such as lack of infrastructure and educational facilities. This is hopefully news at this time especially due to 
financial constraints currently brought about by the world economic crisis as it will require even more funds 
committed to the cause of improving conditions for persons with disabilities.  
The situation in the Kingdom of Bahrain is somewhat different than in all other Gulf nations. Bahrain is a small 
Kingdom composed of islands off the coast of Saudi and Qatar with much lesser physical resources are much lesser 
than most of their GCC neighbors and “Bahrain has exhausted its own oil reserves and now relies on the Abu Saafa 
oil field donated to its royal family by Saudi Arabia” (Common, 2008, p. 179). This small country nonetheless 
thinks globally as was evident in 2005 when Rehabilitation International hosted a “Disability Rights in a Changing 
World” conference in Manama, Bahrain. Presentations and discussions on education, rehabilitation, legislation, and 
social welfare pertaining to disability rights were discussed not just for Bahrain but the entire region (Rehabilitation 
International, 2006). Evenso, the nation also suffers from some of the same invisible barriers as its GCC 
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compatriots. Not only are there human rights issues surrounding women but also persons with disabilities: In 
Bahrain, only 12% of women with disabilities were literate, in contrast with 59 % of the total population of Bahraini 
women, 79% of the total population of Bahraini men, and 36% of Bahraini men with disabilities. Literacy among 
women with disabilities was far lower than that of men with disabilities (United Nations, Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia, 1994). With that said Bahrain’s “welfare provision is generally of a high standard in 
relation to education and health care, but social security is absent and social housing in short supply”, thus 
exacerbating an already agitated citizenry with high rates of unemployment (Common, 2008, p. 188). 
The largest country in the Arabian Gulf is the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that has in many ways led the region for 
one and a half centuries since the advent and propagation of Islam. The Kingdom has made a clear statement 
surrounding their cultural practices and traditions by keeping to visible and subtle signs of their commitment to their 
origins, yet they have also attempted to embrace a world view which encompasses those beliefs as well as 
synthesizing international standards. As regards their stance on persons with disabilities “Saudi Arabia ratified the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and also the accompanying Optional Protocol 
last June 24. They were the 29th country to ratify the CRPD and the 18th to ratify the Optional Protocol” (Shettle, 
2008). They have stood by their religious and cultural convictions that it is a duty to oversee the welfare of all their 
people,  and are  attempting  to  put  practices  in  to  place  that  can  improve  standards  of  living  for  their  persons  with  
disabilities. The charts below are the reported statistics from 2000 received from the Ministry of Health’s annual 
report; however, there are no ongoing reliable reports specifically targeted to persons with disabilities. One constant 
here and in other Gulf countries is the impact of intermarriage among close relatives, first and second cousins: close 
family intermarriages are the key factor for the high prevalence and socio-environmental factors play a minor role.  
These examples from across the region help to give a view of disability concerns in the Gulf regarding education, 
services, legislation, and medical issues. In light of recent development efforts here by both government and private 
agencies, it is hoped that a new global community, creative, and effective strategies for a “society for all”, may be 
brought forth through its engagement in newly established discourse on human rights of all, especially people with 
disabilities (United Nations, 2003-04). The need for clearer statistical information on a regular basis, trained 
educators, and medical caregivers as well as social workers is evident when attempting to access the areas most in 
need of a greater input of resources and evaluation.  
The primary population centers of the Sultanate of Oman are separated by hundreds of miles of harsh and 
demanding territory that requires political and social figures extensive time and energy to penetrate and bring into 
alignment with one another. The strong tribal system continues to see to the peoples well being and decide daily 
living strategies for coping in this climate. The ground breaking changes that have occurred in Oman regarding 
policy: e.g. The Sultans “Basic Law of 1997”, and the development and widespread dissemination of an Arabic sign 
language, and the relatively rapid growth of centers serving those with disabilities, are concrete signs that this region 
is in fact moving forward on their promise of inclusion and equality (Sultanate of Oman, Ministry of Information, 
2002). However, the gap remains wide between desire and application and as such will continue to require resources 
time and energy to expand these initial opportunities for educators, social workers, medical staff, and community 
members. As regards integration into the work force and despite their membership in the International Labour 
Organization they have “ratified only four of the eight ILO core labour standards […], which are those core labour 
standards protecting freedom of association and collective bargaining and the elimination of discrimination in 
respect of employment and occupation as well as equal remuneration” (International Trade Union Confederation – 
ITUC, 2008, p. 1). The ITUC made it clear that although Oman has been trying to bring its labour standards up to 
par in this area, the area of discrimination of those with disabilities and women, that discrimination is rampant and 
persons with disabilities have to contend with both social as well as cultural discrimination. Even though by Sha’ria 
and international law they are due the same rights as all other Omani citizens (International Trade Union 
Confederation – ITUC, 2008). In a study done regarding accessibility of IT government websites in Oman and Saudi 
Arabia for persons with disabilities it was found that “the government websites in these two GCC countries (Saudi 
Arabia and Oman) still need considerable efforts to become accessible websites at all (Abanumy et al., 2005, p. 
104). It can be a huge resource for persons with disabilities who are home bound or live in rural areas where services 
are limited yet awareness of accessibility guidelines and resources by local governments, businesses, and institutions 
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has limited its use in Oman and the Gulf in general.  The wealth of information and guidelines available are often 
hard to grasp for the uneducated and to focus on widespread dissemination of these tools to the general populace and 
government web designers could increase their functional use across the educational, vocational, and medical 
arenas. 
5. Conclusion 
The changes that have taken place in the last decade in the Gulf and in Oman in specific regarding the 
implementation of actual accommodations and training for those with disabilities and those interested in providing 
services for those people is astounding considering the challenges these governments and their peoples have faced. 
Persons with disabilities are faced with institutional and physical barriers which require their constant vigilance in 
order to continue to try and achieve their personal and educational goals and integrate more fully into their societies. 
These cultures have been bound for centuries into thought patterns that associate persons with disabilities as burdens 
and acts of charity. Today’s global implementation of standards regarding human rights and the ways in which we 
view the rights of all humans is stirring a steady stream of new ideas and thoughts regarding the ability of people 
with disabilities to be both a part of their societies in a more productive way and to add to the beauty and challenge 
that is the Arabian Gulf. As the Sultan of Oman responded regarding his Basic Law,  
“I announced it on my annual ‘Meet the People’ tour while encamped in the desert in the heart of Oman. Then I 
waited for the reaction, which was very good. Now the Basic Law is being implemented through laws and 
regulations. “I had hoped that this could be, done within, two years, but that period may have to be extended” 
(Miller, 1997, p. 16).  
As  he  expected  it  has  taken  his  people  a  while  to  be  able  to  come  to  grips  with  his  desires.  At  this  time  the  
Emirates as well as Kuwait are in the process of ratifying legislation that will assure persons with disabilities the 
right to work and in Saudi Arabia the Kingdom is actively educating its healthcare workforce to better serve the 
needs of disabled persons. The establishment of a Masters in Health professions education at AGU in Bahrain has 
helped to further community awareness by providing health care educators who are cognizant of the needs of people 
with disabilities and accommodations necessary to provide care for them (Hamdy & Anderson, 2006). Oman has 
been focusing more on education for the populace of the interior as to what services are currently available and 
training the trainers e.g.: The Dhofar University (2009) program in Salalah and the one at SQU in Muscat.  
All of these nations must contend with pre-existing prejudice and social stigma regarding disabilities while at the 
same time integrating an Islamic understanding of the international standards they are attempting to embrace within 
their own infrastructures. The emergence of a better qualified and trained work force to support the proposed 
internal and external changes in services offered to and for persons with disabilities, will hopefully help in the 
eradication of previous local stigma associated with these disabilities and allow more of the citizens of these 
countries a chance to truly be responsible and productive members of their communities. 
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